Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 01030 II0859Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-OI USIA-06 PRS-01 /051 W 

003097 IIII54Z/43 

R 1 10800Z JUL 77 
PM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8307 
INEO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

CONPIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1030 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM PINR PINS LA 

SUBJECT: REPORTED SIGHTING OP PORMER KING, CROWN PRINCE, AND 
QUEEN IN VIENGSAY 

1 . A LAO SOURCE WHO MOVED TO VIENTIANE FROM VIENGSAY 
IN JUNE 1977 TOLD EMBOPP THAT SHE SAW PORMER KING 
SRISAVANG VATTHANA, THE PORMER QUEEN, AND THE FORMER CROWN 
PRINCE DURING THE MONTH OF MAY WHILE THEY WERE RESID- 
ING IN VIENGSAY. SOURCE SAID THE KING AND HIS FAMILY 

WERE LIVING IN A SMALL BUNGALOW BUT WERE NOT PERMITTED 
TO RECEIVE VISITORS. SHE SAID THAT WHEN A GROUP OF 
LAO TRAVELED TO VIENGSAY AND ASKED TO SEE THE KING 
THEY WERE IMMEDIATELY HANDCUPFED AND TAKEN AWAY BY 
MILITARY OPPICIALS. 

2. SOURCE SAID THE KING SEEMED TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH 
AND THAT HIS MEALS WERE BROUGHT TO HIM AT THE 
BUNGALOW. SHE SAID THAT IT WAS HER UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THE KING WAS NOT UNDERGOING A RE-EDUCATION COURSE BUT 
WAS KEPT IN VIENGSAY "POR SECURITY REASONS." 
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